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Abstract

EACH will be the single most
Rimportant piece of European

legislation to hit the chemical
industry in nearly 40 years. Its im-
plications for companies in the in-
dustry manufacturers, importers
and downstream users - are far
reaching. REACH will be imple-
mented in just 12 months time af-
ter which companies only have a
further 18 months to pre-register.
The legislation is complex and, in
its current form, is around 700
pages long. For those struggling to
understand how it will affect them
and who have yet to formulate a
strategy on implementation, this
article offers a simple 8-point plan
on how to decide whether or not a
chemical substance needs to be
registered. It outlines which sub-
stances are exempt and the criteria
for determining whether a sub-
stance will require full or partial
registration. The article also em-
phasises the need for open dia-
logue between suppliers, manufac-
turers and customers, while cau-
tioning that the clock is ticking and
to do nothing is not an option.
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B |ntroduction

REACH will be the single most important
piece of European legislation to hit the
chemical industry in nearly 40 years. Its
implications for any chemical manufac-
turer, importer of chemicals or down-
stream user are far reaching. So the
question that our industry needs to
ask is, »Are we ready for the practical
implementation of REACH?«.

In her role as Head of Regulatory Services
in Northern Europe for Ciba, Sue Ander-
son has 25 years experience working
with EU legislation and she can clearly
remember the panic of the early 1980s
when the first notification scheme for
new substances was introduced. How
would it affect the development of new
substances? Would it be the end of the
EU chemical industry? Panic was then
closely followed by a rush to notify sub-
stances under the 6% amendment to
avoid the extra testing requirements of
the 7t amendment.

And now with the implementation of
REACH looming there is again uncer-
tainty, fear and a sense of foreboding
among almost everyone in the industry.
Is this apprehension justified? It depends.
Like most things in life, the key lies in
preparation and here are my thoughts on
getting ready for its practical implemen-
tation.

So where do you need to start? To define
a company's role and its obligations un-
der REACH is the single most important
step to take as this legislation sets out
different obligations for manufacturers,
importers of substances and downstream
users.

Your role may be a combination of all
three types and defining your strategy
for each substance is going to be a very
time consuming process. Some of the
most obvious questions you need to ask
are:

¢ What are your obligations?

¢ Are your substances subject to
REACH?

¢ Do you need to pre-register?

» Do you need to prepare a partial/full
registration?

¢ Do you need to prepare a chemical
safety report?

Although you may not have answers to
all these, if you know which questions to
ask, it will be a positive step towards en-
suring your company moves forward
with REACH, and that you extract maxi-
mum competitive advantage from what
is seen by most as simply another cost
burden to the chemical industry.

Make no mistake - if you are not pre-
pared, REACH will take its toll. There is a
clear message. You have 12 months be-
fore REACH isimplemented and a further
18 to pre-register. After that, no regis-
tration, no market.

® Moving forward

To start the process, take a look at Fig. 1.
It is »simply« the process to follow to de-
cide if you need to pre-register a sub-
stance under REACH. Prepared by CEFIC
with the intention of helping prospec-
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